Course Syllabus
Late Roman and Medieval HUM2223
CRN 23193
Rm. 5-253
M/W 8:30 to 9:45

Spring 2016
Instructor: Noy Sparks
                   West Campus Office: 3-237

                   Office phone: (407) 582-1079

                   Email: nsparks1@valenciacollege.edu
COURSE INFORMATION
HUM2223
3 credits
Course Description
Integrated examination of dominant ideas in Western culture expressed in art, literature, music, philosophy and religion.  Covers period from late Roman Empire through the Middle Ages, emphasizing the development and historical influence of Christianity.  As a Gordon Rule course the student is required to demonstrate college-level writing skills through multiple writing assignments.  A minimum grade of C is required if used to satisfy Gordon Rule requirement.
Course Pre-requisites
Successful completion of ENC  1101 or its equivalent.
   Required Texts
Sayre, Henry M., The Humanities: Culture, Continuity & Change: Medieval World and the Shaping of World Cultures 200 CE to 1400. Book 2, Boston: Pearson, 2015.
  Important Dates: College will be closed:

   January 18- MLK Day

   February 12- Learning Day

   March 7-13- Spring Break

  Final Exam: April 27, 2016
  Valencia College Core Competencies
“The faculty of Valencia College has identified four core competencies that define the learning outcomes for a successful Valencia graduate. These competencies are at the heart of the Valencia experience and provide the context for learning and assessment at Valencia College. You will be given opportunities to develop and practice these competencies in this class. The four competencies are:
1. Think - think clearly, and creatively, analyze, synthesize, integrate and evaluate in the many domains of human inquiry

2. Value - make reasoned judgments and responsible commitments

3. Communicate - communicate with different audiences using varied means

4. Act - act purposefully, effectively and responsibly.”

                                   COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Assessment and Grading
Your final grade for the course will be determined by averaging your grades according to the percentages listed below:
	Mid Term Exam
	15%

	Final Exam
	15%

	Writing Papers (2@ 25% Ea.)
	 50%

	Reading Quizzes
	10%

	Attendance
	10%


Grading Scale:  A= 100-90,   B= 89-80,   C=79-70,   D=69-60,
F= Below 60
   Grading Criteria
Mid Term and Final Exams- Both exams can consist of true-false, multiple choice, matching, fill-in-the-blank, and essays. The student is responsible for all reading assignments, lecture material, and class discussions.  
Quizzes- There will be a total of 10 quizzes during the semester.  Each quiz will be posted on Blackboard and will cover the reading assignments. You will have 24 hours to take the quiz. There will be no make-up  quizzes for those who fail to take it on the day it is assigned.
Writing Project- Each student will be required to write two (2) papers for the semester.   Each paper is to be a minimum 750 to 1250 words each. The rough draft for each paper will be peer reviewed.  If you fail to have your rough draft for the peer review you will receive an automatic 50 points (F) as the highest grade you can make on that particular paper.  No late papers will be accepted unless the student has approval of the instructor, and will result in a full letter grade reduction.  You will be allowed to rewrite both papers if you make below a 90; however, you cannot make higher than an 89 (B) on your rewrite. ALL PAPERS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO SAFE ASSIGN ON BLACKBOARD. I WILL NOT GRADE ANY PAPER THAT IS NOT SUBMITTED TO SAFE ASSIGN. Further instructions, guidelines, and grading criteria will be addressed later in the semester.
 NOTE: NO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED VIA E-MAIL.
  Attendance
Attending every class is essential.  Each student will begin the semester with a grade of 100 for
attendance and punctuality. Points will be deducted for each unexcused absence (5 points). Two (2) points will be deducted each time you are late for class, regardless of the reason.  Note: excused absences are illness with doctor's visit, hospitalization, death in the family, auto accident.  (Be prepared  to provide written proof.) All other absences are unexcused.  Students will receive an excessive absence notification when three (3) absences occur. Walking out of class before class is dismissed will be counted as an absence.
NOTE CAREFULLY: Attendance is expected when any video, DVD, documentary, film, etc. is shown in class. Failure to attend will result in a 50% grade reduction in any assignment connected with said media.

  Student Conduct
Students are expected to behave as responsible adults, therefore please refrain from doing any of the following:
1. Talk or interrupt others and/or try to monopolize discussion.
2. Divert discussion to irrelevant topics.
3. Leave beepers or cell phones on, or texting during class and/or use personal stereos during class. (Phones are not to be visible during class. If you are caught using your cell phone you will be dismissed from class, and will be counted absent for that day.)
4. Eat, drink, pop gum, tap repeatedly on desk, or make other repetitive noises.
5. Carry on private conversations during class.
6. Use vulgar or inappropriate language in class.
7. Fall asleep, snore, drool, etc.
8. Be disrespectful or intolerant of others.
9. Gather books, backpacks, purses, and/or other material until the class is officially dismissed by the professor.
10. Walking out during class without prior permission from the professor (see
Attendance).
11. Read or do other assignments not related to this course.
Student behavior or speech that disrupts the instructional setting or is clearly disrespectful of the instructor or fellow students will not be tolerated. Disruptive conduct may include but is not limited: 

. Rude or disrespectful behavior; 
. Unwarranted interruptions; 
. Failure to adhere to instructor’s directions; 
. Vulgar or obscene language, slurs, or other forms of intimidation; 
. Physically or verbally abusive behavior. 

Student’s behavior that is inappropriate will result in disenrollment from the course.

Electronic Devices in Class 

The recording or photographing of classroom activities or lectures with any electronic recording device, tape recorder or cell phone is NOT permitted.  The only exception is for those students with disabilities, and they must have the appropriate documentation from the Office for Student Disabilities.
Cellular phones cannot be on your desk or in your lap at any time. Text messaging or answering your cell phone while in-class will be considered disruptive behavior and can be a cause for your dismissal from class. NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND NO TEXT MESSAGING. At no time will you be allowed to listen to your IPOD or MP3 player in class. You are not allowed to have any music device on your desk. Also, notebooks (computers) are not to be used during class. It is distracting to other students.
            You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook:
http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/CampusInformationServices.cfm. Disciplinary action could include withdrawing a student from class or initiating a disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. 
· I will direct any student who engages in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in the disruption of a class to leave the class.  
· Students that violate any classroom or Valencia rules may lead to disciplinary actions up to and including expulsion from Valencia. 
Baycare Behavioral Health’s Student Assistance Program
“Valencia is committed to making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help that may assist them with psychological issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  Students have 24 hour unlimited access to the Baycare Behavioral Health’s confidential student assistance program phone counseling services by calling (800) 878-5470.  Three free confidential face-to-face counseling sessions are also available to students.”
Students with Disabilities Information

"Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class; accommodations will not be applied retroactively.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities."

West Campus SSB, Rm. 102 Phone: 407-582-1523 Fax: 407-582-1326 

Security Statement

This is from Valencia’s chief of security:
                            We want to reassure you that our security officers are here around the clock to ensure the safety and security of the campus community.  It’s important to remain alert and aware of your surroundings, especially during the early morning or evening hours. Remember that you can always call security for an escort if you feel uncomfortable walking alone on campus.  White security phones can also be found in many of our buildings; simply pick up the phone and security will answer.
Finally, report any suspicious persons to West Campus Security at 407-582-1000, 407-582-1030 (after-hours number) or by using the yellow emergency call boxes located on light poles in the parking lots and along walkways.

Faculty/Student Communication

“Valencia College is committed to providing each student a quality educational experience. Faculty members have set high standards of instruction for themselves and for you. If you have a problem in a class, your first step is to talk to your instructor. If you are still dissatisfied, you may talk with the academic dean of the division for your class. We will work together to resolve any issues that arise.”

a) I am available to speak with you immediately after class or during my scheduled office hours. You may set up a personal appointment with me if you so desire.

b) The best way to reach me outside of class is via email. I read my email every day Monday through Friday and I will try to respond to you within 36 hours; except beginning at 11:00am on Fridays.

c) Friday from 11:00am until Monday morning are personal days, however, I sometimes check my emails but I cannot guarantee a response until Monday morning.
d) My office hours during the week are: Monday/Wednesday, 10:00am until 3:30am; and Tuesday/Thursday, 1:00pm until 2:30pm. (NOTE: these will change after Feb. 15th).
Withdrawal Policy
Withdrawal deadline: Friday, April 1, 2016.

Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W”.  

A student may withdraw at any time during the term in Atlas. The New Withdrawal Policy has been implemented. Here’s what you need to know about the new Withdrawal Policy:

·         Students may withdraw themselves for a W up until the withdrawal deadline.

·         After the withdrawal deadline each semester, students can no longer withdraw themselves.
·         WP and WF have been deleted from Withdrawal procedures.

·         Before the withdrawal deadline, both a student and faculty may withdraw the student.

·         After the withdrawal deadline, a student cannot withdraw him-/herself.

Excessive absences/ Lateness of fifteen minutes or early departure will count as a miss hour. A professor can withdraw you from a course for excessive absences without your permission. (2002-03 College Catalog p.62) Do not leave early without informing me. This is disruptive and rude.
Students on financial aid should consult an advisor or counselor before withdrawing from a course; there may be financial implications to the student which he or she must know about to make an informed decision before withdrawing from a course.  Students with some scholarships who withdraw or are withdrawn from a class must pay the college for the cost of the class.  Other scholarship sponsors may also require repayment.
If a student knowing he/she is not passing the course but fail to withdraw by April 1, 2016 but decides to stop coming to class should know the professor will not withdraw him/her from the course and the grade of F will be assigned.
Valencia Business Office Policy Concerning Withdrawal Actions Because of Non-Payment

If you are currently enrolled and have a returned check, delinquent loan, delinquent VA deferment or other financial obligation, you will be notified.  If you do not respond within the allowed time, the college reserves the right to finically withdraw you from all classes.  Please be advised that you will not be allowed in my class if your name is deleted from the official roll.
If you are dropped during the semester for non-payment, you may not be able to get back into the class and it is your responsibility to keep your professors informed when you get letters for non-payment.  Be advised that the College Business Office will notify all students before any action will be taken.  However, once an account is submitted, a 25% fee will be assessed to the outstanding balance of your Valencia account and payment must be rendered to the collections agency directly after submission.

Academic Honesty
Each student is expected to do his/her own work.  Any act of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with Valencia policy as set forth in the Student Handbook and Catalogue. Any student who is found using others' work without authorization will be withdrawn from the course.  Students are required to comply with the Valencia policy on academic honesty:
“Each student is required to follow Valencia policy regarding academic honesty.  All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, research, and self-expression unless the assignment specifically states ‘group project.’”  

Testing Center

The TESTING CENTER-WEST is located in Building 11 Room 142   --407-582-1323   

Please note!!!

No tests are given out the last hour before closing—for example, if

the Center closes at 9 p.m., the last test is given out at 8 p.m. Tests

will be collected 5 minutes prior to closing.

Fall and Spring Terms:

Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Summer Full Term, Session A, and Session B

Regular Hours except for Fridays:  Fridays: 8:00 am- 12:00 Noon

WHAT YOU NEED TO BRING

Your Valencia Photo I.D. is REQUIRED for all tests!

Valencia Photo IDs are taken in the Student Development offices on each campus (West   Campus office is on the 1st floor of Building 3). The Valencia photo I.D. also has your VID number on it.

The name of the course you are taking and your instructor’s name.

All supplies you will need to take the test. If your test requires bluebooks or green scantron sheets, purchase them in the bookstore. The Testing Center does not provide notebook paper, pens or pencils. Dictionaries and calculators may be borrowed.

WHAT YOU DO NOT BRING

1. Beepers, cell phones, personal tape or CD players, palm pilots, laptop computers.

2. Food or beverages. You will not be allowed to take these to your seat.

3. Children are not permitted in the Testing Center – The Testing Center does not provide sitting services during your test.

Important Valencia Website Links

· College Calendar:  http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar/  

· College Catalog:  http://valenciacollege.edu/catalog/ 

· Valencia Policy and Procedures:  http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/
· FERPA:  http://valenciacollege.edu/ferpa/
· ADA:  http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/handbook/sec4.htm 

Medical Records:  http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/ValenciaCollegePolicy.cfm?policyID=186
Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus and/or course calendar. Students will be informed of all changes in class.  It is the student's responsibility to stay informed about any changes if he/she is absent.
Course Calendar
Each student will be provided a course calendar, which they are expected to consult in order to be prepared for each class.  All assignments, including reading, are to be completed before class, and absence is not an excuse for being unprepared.  The calendar is subject to change with reasonable advanced notification.  Students are responsible for notating these changes even when absent.

Course Schedule Spring 2016
	DATE
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNMENT

	Jan. 11
	Syllabus
Introduction of Students/Prof
	

	Jan. 13
	Writing Guidelines
  Historical Timetable
	

	Jan. 18
	NO CLASSES
	 MLK DAY

	Jan. 20
	Diocletian and Constantine
	

	Jan. 25
	Barbarians at the Gate            Quiz #1
	pp. 2-24

	Jan. 27
	The Fall of Rome 
	

	Feb. 1
	The Middle Ages & Rebuilding  Quiz #2
	pp. 24-45

	Feb. 3
	The Church in

Middle 
	

	Feb. 8
	The Carolingian Renaissance
	

	Feb. 10
	Islam: Mohammed

Quiz #3 
	pp. 49-77

	Feb. 15
	Islamic Scholarship
Quiz #4
	pp. 81-100

	Feb. 17
	Icon

& Church-1
	1st Paper Peer Review

	Feb. 22
	Icon & Church-2
Quiz #5
	pp.100-121
1st Paper Due

	Feb. 24
	Review for Mid Term Exam
	


	Feb. 29
	MID TERM EEEEEXA
	EXAM- Written in Class

	Mar. 2

	TheTownsp 
Quiz #6

	pp. 127-154

	 Mar. 7-13

	NO CLASSES

	SPRING BREAK

	 Mar. 14
	Medieval Nobles
Quiz #7
	pp. 155-167

	Mar. 16
	Heraldry
	

	Mar. 21
	Medieval Castles
	

	Mar. 23
	Seven Medieval Women 
Quiz #8

 Quiz

 Quiz #13
	pp. 171-187


	Mar. 28
	The Black Death
	

	Mar. 30
	Founding of the Universities Quiz #9 

	 pp. 187-199

	Apr. 1
	WITHDRAWAL
	DEADLINE

	Apr. 4
	Gothic

Cathedrals
Quiz #9
	

	Apr. 6
	Cathedrals- cont.
	2nd Paper Due- Written in Class

	Apr. 11
	Witchcra
	

	Apr. 13
	Gun-powder
	

	Apr. 18
	Joan of Arc

Quiz #10


	 pp. 203-231

	Apr. 20
	Review for Final

 ThHumanism Review for Final Exam
	 

	Apr. 27

7:00-9:30am

	FINAL EXAM
	FAILURE TO ATTEND CLASS= "F" FOR THE COURSE


